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IRELAND TOURISM

Irish tourism continues to grow in a very positive way. In
2006, the number of overseas visitors increased to 7.4 million,
with a substantial growth in visitor numbers from both
mainland Europe and the USA. Although Dublin continues to
attract the largest percentage of visitors, due to its many and
varied attractions, tourists are to be found all over the island,
and as many of the most popular attractions are in more
remote areas, this has a very beneficial effect on the local
economies.

The Giant’s Causeway is a UNESCO World Heritage site in the care of the
National Trust, and the top tourist attraction in Northern Ireland, with over

700 000 visitors in 2007. It consists of thousands of layered basalt columns,
mostly hexagonal, stretching for almost 1 km into the ocean and resulting from
the cooling of molten lava about 60 million years ago. Legend tells it was built by
the giant Finn MacCool to enable him to cross to Scotland.

TOP TOURIST SITES

In Ireland, as in Northern Ireland, the top visitor attraction is
on the coast. The Cliffs of Moher had over 9oo ooo visitors in
2000, attracted by the spectacular cliffs, the seabirds and the
many activities on offer. Meanwhile, the top fee charging
attraction is the Guinness Storehouse in Dublin. It tells the
story of the company from 1759, including those famous
adverts, and boasts a pint glass shaped atrium which is capable
of holding 10 ooo pints.

THE TOURISM SEASON

Ireland is an all-year-round destination for tourism. The
statistics show that short stay visitor numbers are steady in all
four seasons, with longer stays concentrated in the summer.
Short breaks, especially to Dublin by visitors from the UK, are
popular and have been increasing steadily over the past five
years. Both tourist numbers and revenue show a steady
increase since 2000. Visitors from mainland Europe increased
by 8 per cent between 2003 and 2006, and the positive effect of
this can be seen in tourist revenue.

ATLAS OF IRELAND
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Blarney Castle was originally built over 600 years ago by Cormac
MacCarthy, who is said to have supplied 4000 men from Munster to
Robert the Bruce at the battle of Bannockburn in 1314. Most visitors
come to the castle to climb up the steps to kiss the Blarney Stone,
which according to legend bestows the kisser with the gift of eloquence.

TOP TOURIST SITES

Venue Location

Blarney Castle Co. Cork

Lakes of Killarney Co. Kerry

Cliffs of Moher & The Burren Co. Clare -

Trinity College (Book of Kells) Dublin

Fota Island & Cébh Co. Cork

Kinsale Co. Cork

Ring of Kerry Co. Kerry

Bantry Bay Co. Cork

Dingle Peninsula Co. Kerry

Rock of Cashel Co. Tipperary

Connemara Co. Galway

Phoenix Park Dublin

Powerscourt House Co. Wicklow

Glendalough Co. Wicklow

Wicklow Mountains Co. Wicklow

Kilkenny Castle Co. Kilkenny

Newgrange Co. Louth

Atan Islands Co. Galway Kilkenny Castle is built on a strategic location at a bend in the Tivg Nore. Originall)./ it
was the castle of the local kings, before a Norman tower was built in 1172. Construction

Donegal Atlantic Coast Co. Donegal on the first stone castle started twenty years later and three of the towers of that castle

Giant's Causeway Co. Antrim are still part of the present building, although there have been many changes over the

Guiness Storehouse Dublin centuries.
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Newgrange Megalithic Passage Tomb is part of the UNESCO World [
Heritage site known as the Bri na Béinne which is situated on the 6 1 2
north bank of the River Boyne 50 km north of Dublin. The mound is

more than 5000 years old and was built by Neolithic farmers to have a

clear alignment with the winter solstice sunrise.
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TOURIST ATTRACTIONS

scale 1:1 800 000

Tourist arrivals, 2006

Origin of tourists, 2006

5000 000 - Giant's
Britain jj
4000 000 A
3000 000 Mainland Europe
2000 000
1000 000 North America %\/
‘ Other
Domestic '\Q ’
& Y +  Glenveagh
; ‘s, National Pa
No comparable data available Northern Ireland . %
for Northern Ireland d
Ireland: Origin of tourists, 2006 Q
’
% N
25% 19% 12% 38% N
N
3% 3% QQ
North West ’
20% 13%
11%
8%
2%
46%
Bé | ultet
West

2% 17%

45%

—— Country boundary

—— Tourist board boundary
Tourist centre

House open to the public

House and gardens
open to the public

o ooOoe

Gardens open to the public

Ancient monument/
monastic site

(¢]

Cathedral/abbey

(@)

Place of pilgrimage
o Museum
Zoo

Other tourist attraction

<
C] Urban area
D Area of scenic beauty
- National park

Sandy beach

====' Long distance path

=== DART railway

E N
- =t
‘ A ay &
39 13% Isldnd |

b

gh Key\
Forest Park \

. Ballintubber o P—
> Westport oAbbey Strokestown I:I ”
< 0O Park House
sEroagh Patrick,f-) Westport ‘is? WEST o 13%
:  House Clonalis 9
%‘L;qrrneara ¢ Lough ouse q( 260
ationalPar = Mask
> H o
Clifden 0 e q Malahide Castle
Conne S SOSTTN & Gardens
ONnemara. ~“nWay . — Howth Castle
v Clonmacnoise 7 @ Gardens
. Monastic|Remains N\ Royal Hospital
A\ Q & iraroe Galway <>J iz b P .
55 O o =1 LpJames Joyce Tower
Cathedral (ohill Gardens

Dunguaire Cas;Ie
= A[] Thoor Ballylee
Castle

Aran Islands ‘\Ef

Birr Castle
Demesne
Shannon

Damer House
29%
37%

3%/ 17%

Rock of Cashel
rracloe

Cahir Castle

.
.

South East
9
% 10%

O punkathel
L1~ Fota Estate

@ ‘0

52% 12%

South West
& 1%
24%
44%
16%

3%  12%

Larne

\\ Ulster Folk
& Transport
Museum

33%

Midlands East
3%
26%

49%
13%

3%5%
3

© Collins Bartholomew Ltd

21




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 10%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Editing space)
  /CalCMYKProfile (HC CMYK set-up 002)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings false
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 100
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 100
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages true
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 100
  /MonoImageDepth 4
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create smaller, lower quality PDFs suitable for sending by e-mail.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2540 2540]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


